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buildings, which he concedes were often structurally unsound and certainly
disregarded building regulations, Osmond shows his greatest enthusiasm:
‘Despite all this, they are works of genius, a brilliant combination of imagina-
tion with his love of old buildings, some magical architectural fantasies buried
among the woods and fields’. Falkner’s method, we are told, was to find pieces
of old buildings — or even complete old barns — and reassemble them into new
buildings that look old. In the well chosen photographs the buildings look
attractive, and apparently their current owners enjoy living in them, butit s
interesting to try to relate what is here called ‘Falkner’s magpiesstyle’ to the prin-
ciples of Morris and the SPAB. At all events, by the end of the book the reader
isvery glad to have been introduced to the man whom Roderick Gradidge, evi-
dently a great admirer, once called ‘that great Farnham original’. But Osmond
is fair-minded enough also to quote thejudgment of George Sturt, who blamed
Falkner for the ‘multitude of villas’ going up in what had formerly been the
open country, and described him as ‘the evil genius of this countryside’.

Peter Faulkner
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