




























Collections and Collectivity 

from p. 98. 
13 Sydney Cockerell, 'A Short History and Description of the 

Kelmscott Press' . Published in the Kelmscou edition of A 
Note by William Morris on His Aims in Founding the Kelmscott 
Press (1898). Reprinted in The Ideal Book, pp. 79-88; quote 
from p. 86. 

14 William Morris, 'Useful Work Versus Useless Toil' (1885). 
Reprinted in Political Writings, pp. 86- 108; quote from pp. 
99- 100. 

15 World Cat (www.worldcat.org) is an invaluable resource for 
finding nearby Kelmscou Press books and other primary 
Morris materials. The Morris Society website (www.morris­
society.org) helpfully lists upcoming exhibitions. 

16 This is the only existing digital version of the Commonweal, 
so far as I know. It is available to the public via Michigan's 
online library catalogue, MIRLYN, at 
http://www.lib.umich.edul 

17 Even without a digitised version, I received some remark­
able papers for this assignment. Some students wrote on 
specific topics, using articles and debates from The 
Commonweal to interpret Morris's novel; others focused on 
the way that the novel was serialised in the journal, paying 
attention to breaks in the text, juxtapositions, or differences 
between editions. 

A student named Laura Peterson, for example, researched 
Christianity's status within Victorian socialism, and recov­
ered the debate in the Commonwea) over whether or not the 
two were incompatible. She used this research to analyse 
religious and sacred imagery in News/rom Nowhere, arguing 
that although Morris's future socialist society is apparently 
absent of religion, it maintains the imagery and ritual of 
Christianity in an effort to appeal to Christian socialists and 
to those who feared that an atheist movement would never 
attract the masses. 

Another student, named Amanda Dewyer, researched 
'the woman question' and found both feminist and anti­
feminist perspectives in the Commonweai. She argued that 
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when you consider Newsfrom Nowhere in the context of its 
original forum for publication, it puts forth a progressive 
view of women's social ro le, despite the fact the 'Obstinate 
Refusers' chapter was not included in the version that ran in 
the Commonweal. ('Ibis chapter depicts the woman artist 
Philippa, whom Morris added to the book edition, perhaps 
to clarify women's elevated status in the future society. ) 

88 


	17.2.Miller73
	17.2.Miller74
	17.2.Miller75
	17.2.Miller76
	17.2.Miller77
	17.2.Miller78
	17.2.Miller79
	17.2.Miller80
	17.2.Miller81
	17.2.Miller82
	17.2.Miller83
	17.2.Miller84
	17.2.Miller85
	17.2.Miller86
	17.2.Miller87
	17.2.Miller88

