




















significant capital). Without significant proletarian support, it is doubtful that
opposition to fossil fuel and related industries will be successful. And proletarians
are the only major group in industrial society with the power to compel changes in
the polices and activities of capitalist classes — for example, by withholding labour
power.

If certain worst-case global climate change scenarios are accurate, we are faced
with a choice: we can begin a revolutionary struggle to achieve Morris’s Nowhere,
or we can allow the capitalists who profit from fossil-fuelled industrial growth to
lead us further toward the nowhere of oblivion.

NOTES

1 Research for this paper was supported in part by a grant from the Social Sciences

and Humanities Research Council of Canada. Thanks are due to Alice L. Bartels
for her comments and assistance. The author, however, is solely responsible for
conclusions and interpretations.

2 William Morris, News from Nowhere, (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul 1970
[1890]).

3 See Jeremy Leggett, Climate Change and the Insurance Industry, Solidarity Among
the Risk Community?, (London: Greenpeace International 1993); John and Mary
Gribbin, “The Greenhouse Effect’, Inside Science No. 92, New Scientist (July 1996);
Patricia Beaulieu, ‘Scariest Things About Climate Change: Climate Flips’,
Alternatives, No. 2, Vol. 23 (1997), p. 9.

4 Norman Cohn, The Pursuit of the Millennium, (London: Mercury Books 1962);

M. L. Finley, ‘Utopianism Ancient and Modern’ in Kurt H. Wolff and Barrington

More, Jr. (eds.), The Critical Spirit, Essays in Honor of Herbert Marcuse, (Boston:

Beacon Press 1967).

Thomas More, Utopia, (Harmondsworth: Penguin 1965 [1516]).

See Ian Tod and Michael Wheeler, Utopia, (New York: Harmony Books 1978).

Vincent Geohagen, Utopianism and Marxism, (London: Methuen 1987), p. 30.

Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Blithedale Romance, (New York: A. L. Burt Co. 1855),

pp- 78-79.

® Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, (Boston 1888).

10 Peter Kropotkin, Fields, Factories and Workshops Tomorrow, (London: George
Allen and Unwin Ltd. 1974 [1889]).

11 See E. P. Thompson, The Communism of William Morris, (London: The William
Morris Society 1965).

12 See Peter C. Gould, Early Green Politics: Back to Nature, Back to the Land, and
Socialism in Great Britain 1880-1900, (Brighton: Harvester 1988).

13 See Murray Bookchin, Remaking Society, (Montreal: Black Rose 1989).

4 News from Nowhere, op. cit., p. 140.

15 Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party, (Moscow:

Foreign Languages Publishing House 1962 [1848]), p. 63.

Karl Kautsky [on utopianism] in William Nelson (ed.), Twentieth Century

Interpretations of Utopia, (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall 1968),

pp. 13-16.

e =] N ta

16

46



17 Jerome Gilson, Soviet Images of Utopia, (Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press
1975), p. 164.

18 News from Nowbhere, op. cit., p. 146.

19 ibid., p. 52.

20 Quoted in The Communism of William Morris, op. cit., p. 15.

21 The Communist Manifesto, op. cit., p. 34.

2 Quoted in Utopia [Tod and Wheeler], op. cit., p. 114.

23 See Early Green Politics, op. cit.

24 Quoted in Stephen Coote, Williamm Morris: His Life and Work, (New York:
Smithmark 1995), p. 142.

% Carl Pope, ‘A Good Clean Fight’, Sierra (March/April 1997), p. 12.

26 jbid.

27 Electronic edition of Ozone Action News (May 1996).

28 ibid., (September 1996).

2 For example, see The Toronto Globe and Mail, 24 January 1996.

30 Ontario Federation of Labour and Ontario Coalition for Social Justice, Unfair
Shares, Corporations and Taxation in Canada, (Ontario: Ontario Federation of
Labour and Ontario Coalition for Social Justice 1996), pp. 24-37.

31 Stephen Kishewitsch, ‘Advanced Renewable Energy Taking Many Shapes’, IPPSO
Facto, No. 1, Vol. 11 (1997), pp. 22-23 and 26-27.

32 Anna Edey, ‘Solviva Greenhouse’, The Growing Edge, No. 3, Vol. § (1994), pp.
20-25 and 70-71.

33 Ursula Franklin, The Real World of Technology, (Toronto: Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation Enterprises 1990), pp. 18-19.

3 Quoted in Fiona MacCarthy, William Morris: A Life for Our Time, (London: Faber
and Faber 1994), p. 356.

¥ Quoted in William Morris: His Life and Work. op. cit., p. 152.

36 Centre for Alternative Technology website:
http://www.foe.co.uk/CAT.whyhere.html, (April 1997).

37 News from Nowbhere, op. cit., p. 55.

3% Jan Marsh, ‘Concerning Love, News from Nowhere and Gender’ in Stephen
Coleman and Paddy O’Sullivan (eds.), William Morris and News from Nowbere:
A Vision for Our Time, (Bideford: Green Books 1990), p. 119.

% Krishan Kumar, Utopianism, (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press 1991).

4 William Morris: A Life for Our Time, op. cit., p. viii.

41 Quoted in William Morris: His Life and Work, op. cit., p. 157.

47



