












Like the CAT, the Energie und Umwelt-Zenrrum am Deister, near Hanover, is intended
to demonstrate an eco-friendly way of life. Its twenty-four members live communally
and pool their incomes which are mainJy derived from consulting on environmental
issues. Their community relies on RETs, and is largely self-sufficient in food and energy.

It is interesting to compare these living arrangements with those in Nowhere:

... [people] live as a rule with certain house-mates that we have got used to ...
though separate households are the rule amongst us, and though they differ in their
habits more or less, yet no door is shut to any good-tempered person who is content
to live as the other house-mates do: only of course it would be unreasonable for
one man to drop into a household and bid the folk of it to alter their habits to
please him, since he can go elsewhere and live as he pleasesY

The CAT, the Energie und Umwelt Zentrum, and similar communities, show that the
technological basis for utopian self-sufficiency and significant reduction of subsistence
activity may be at hand. But CAT-type communities are still subject to the perennial
causes of human conflict, such as personal and political differences, jealousy,
unrequited love, etc. The degree to which such conflict must be minimized for a
community to qualify as utopian has been debated for several centuries. Must a
community be statically peaceful to qualify as utopian? Are the means to such a
peaceful existence spiritual, or, perhaps, pharmaceutical? If an absence of change and
conflict is definitely utopian, do we really want it? Jan Marsh argues that in a 'rational'
utopia, there must be no unrequited 10ve.Jllt follows that Nowhere misses the mark,
and that utopia can only be imagined, never actually achieved.J'

In her recent biography of Morris, Fiona MacCarthy noted that he has now been
'appropriated by the Greens'.40 But most environmentalists have overlooked Morris's
conviction that in order to get to Nowhere, a revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist
social order is necessary. Today, that revolution must be directed against the fossil­
fuel and related industries whose activities blight our lives and threaten human
survival. If environmentalists take Morris seriously, they must be prepared not only
to organize massive public support in favour of reduced greenhouse emissions, but
to use revolutionary tactics if governments, under the influence of fossil fuel and
related industries, who refuse to accede to popular pressure to terminate fossil fuel
dependency. Morris wrOte,

Discontent is not enough, though it is natural and inevitable. The discontented
must know what they are aiming at when they overthrow the old order of things.
My belief is that the old order can only be overthrown by fOTCe ... [my emphasis]."

Today, Marx's view of class struggle as the main engine of social change is widely
rejected. But Morris's writings and speeches implied another engine of social change:
the necessity of remediating human-induced environmental degradation. It should be
noted, however, that if fossil fuel and related industries which promote global climate
change are to be effectively resisted, it will be necessary for environmentalists to
politically mobilize large numbers of proletarians who, after all, comprise majorities
in Western societies and Japan. (According to the classical Marxist definition,
proletarians are people who must sell their labour power because they do not own

45



significant capital). Without significant proletarian support, it is doubtful that
opposition to fossil fuel and related industries will be successful. And proletarians
are the only major group in industrial society with the power to compel changes in
the polices and activities of capitalist classes - for example, by withholding labour
power.

If certain worst-case global climate change scenarios are accurate, we are faced
with a choice: we can begin a revolutionary struggle to achieve Morris's Nowhere,
or we can allow the capitalists who profit from fossil-fuelled industrial growth to
lead us further toward the nowhere of oblivion.
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