








Coraggio. She wrote to Wilfrid Scawen Blunt: 'I have been taking part is some
"tableaux vivanrs" at George MacDonald's [and] people seemed pleased, some
characters are to be played tomorrow where I believe I am to be chief lover as I am
so much taller than anybody else'.21

The Retreat remained empty for many months following MacDonald's departure
in October 1877 and soon became riddled with damp. When Dante Gabrie1 Rossetti
visited it early in 1878 he found it dank and uninviting. In a letter to Jane Morris he
referred to 'a frightful kitchen floor, perfectly dark and very incommodious - the
kitchen stairs being a sort of ladder with no light at all, in which smashes would I
think assail the ear whenever a meal was going on'.22 Morris, although perfectly
aware of The Retreat's problems as he had written to MacDonald on the subject on
22 March 1878, was more positive. He described its location as 'certainly one of the
prettiest in London'23 and loved the notion that the Thames linked it to his beloved
Kelmscott Manor in Oxfordshire. In the summer of 1878 he therefore took a twenty­
one year lease on the house from MacDonald and during the next few months entirely
renovated and redecorated the building at a cost of nearly £1,000. He and his family
moved into what he now called Kelmscott House in November 1878. So it came
about, as Mrs Cobden-Sanderson so aptly put it, that 'the days of Christian Socialism
came to an end at Hammersmith, to be succeeded for a time in the same house by
the more strenuous days of Marxian Socialism'.24
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