




to the firm in either the classified trade section or the street section. 25 Brazennose
Street is described in the directory as 'Brazennose Chambers' and was occupied by
several other businesses. In 1887 there were Darbyshire & Smith (architects),
Waterhouse & Co. (bleachers), Charles Jackson (a surveyor) and the Manchester
Academy of Fine Arts. This would seem to suggest that the premises were used by
Morris & Co. as offices rather than for manufacturing or as showrooms. Following
the entry in the 1887 directory there is no further reference to the Manchester Morris
& Co. which suggests it ceased trading around this time.

As far as the fate of WilLiam Morris's shop in Manchester is concerned, we can be
more specific. The only reference to the Albert Square premises appears in the
directory for 1884. This suggests that the shop had a very short-lived existence and
ceased trading during 1884. At some point after the shop closed WiIliam Morris
appointed Kendal, Milne & Co. as his agents in Manchester. This is confirmed by
the Official Catalogue for the Royal Jubilee Exhibition in Manchester in .1887. At
this exhibition William Morris was one of the exhibitors and the Catalogue contains
the following entry: 'Morris & Co., 449 Oxford Street, London, W.; works, Merton
Abbey, Surrey; Manchester agents, Kendal, Milne & Co. Arras Tapestry. Hand-made
carpets. Brussels and Wilton Carpets. Wall Papers. Printed Furniture Cottons. Curtain
Materials. Silk Damasks. Cabinet Work. Embroideries.' The fact that there is no
mention of Brazennose Street, even though an entry for Morris & Co. appeared in
the 1887 directory, would seem to offer further confirmation that the two firms were
independent and that it was the Manchester firm which occupied the address.
Unfortunately, it has proved impossible so far to establish for how long Kendal, Milne
& Co. served at William Morris's agents in Manchester.

It is obvious that a lot more research needs to be undertaken before we have a complete
account ofWil1iam Morris's retailing experiment in Manchester. However, we hope that
our findings prove beyond reasonable doubt that there were two firms trading as Morris
& Co. in Manchester in the mid~1880s. The first was a local firm that traded from c.1864
to c.1887. The second was William Morris's company which briefly occupied premises
at 35 John Dalton Street and latet 106 Albett Squate between 1883 and 1884, befote
transferring its business to the agents Kendal, Milne & Co. We very much hope these
findings will encourage further research into Morris & Co.·s activities in Manchester.

NOTES

I This article is based on research undertaken by David Taylor for the Manchester
Central Library's William Morris commemorative exhibition which took place in
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account given in Edrnund and Ruth Frow's Wil1iam Morris in Manchester and
Salford, (Salfotd: WOtking Class Movement Libtaty 1996), p. 5.
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