


schools, where there is a growing interest that calls to be met with good, accessible
resources:

..... the language is very flowery - <This exaggerated rejection of contemporary
society ultimately led the Pre-Raphaelites into narcissisrl, and futility'. What does
that mean? I don't think most of my friends would be able to work it out and it would
just put them off reading any more.

• [don't think it would be good for kids in primary school.
It ••• the ideas don't always follow on, for instance the first section ends with The

Firm bur the last patagraph is a quote from Morris about Ladies' dress. If I did that
in English, I'd get told off.

The book is generously illustrated, in black and white except for the rather poor
use of colour on the front cover, which gives a small- too small- glimpse of Morris's
'Lodden' design:

It ••. the cover's not very attractive, it's dull and doesn't make you want to read the
book. The frame's all wrong and the way it's set out doesn't make his designs look
very good.

Tames' selection of illustrations is interesting, but misses some opportunities to
demonstrate details of Morris's wide range of accomplishments, and thus give more
substance to the book's summing up (pp. 42-43).

Now is the time for the publishers to consider preparing a revised edition, to enable
this 'Shire Lifeline' to complemem and stand comparison with the recently published
Pitkin Guide, a richly illustrated booklet which demonstrates the sorts of virtues that
this reader, for one, is arguing for.

David Betteridge & William Morris.
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