










when Morris died 'as gently, as quiedy as a babe who is satisfied drops from its
mother's breast'. 47

Despite the loss of their closest friend both Burne-Jones and Georgie were stoical
in their grief. Georgie wrote: 'It is no shock - for we have watched it drawing near
for a long time - but we know that the conditions of life are changed for us now.
We are not broken, either in body or spirit, by t.he death of our beloved friend';48
Burne-Jones told Thomas Rooke: 'I am sorry for the world and the years of splendid
work it has lost - he could well do without it, but the world's the loser. And now
I must go on with my work; things must he done and the living have to live'.49 As
if to strengthen this resolve Burne·Jones returned from Morris's funeral - 'the
worst Idayll ever had in my life' - and the following day 'with great energy ...
did two entire cartoons'.50 Bur Morris remained, like a ghost, beside him as he
worked at the many unfinished pictures that littered his studio at the Grange.
Burne-Jones outlived his great friend by less than two years, dying of a heart attack
in the early hours of 17 June 1898.
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