














The Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly.

Survey drawings laid the basis of the Panorama of ‘The Route from Oregon to
California’, shown in London and New York.

Young Ted had met his uncle-by-marriage on an early visit to Camberwell, and
there surely must have seen his drawings of Central America and the Middle East,
from which Burford’s Panoramas had been painted. The Catherwoods were proud
of this travelled and distinguished relative, and Ted was not at all left out.
The fantastic letters written by him in the character of ‘Edouard, Cardinal of
Byrmynghame’ to ‘ye Ladye Annie’ were to the elder of Frederick Catherwood’s
daughters, at a boarding school in Hornsey while their father was away, as he
was for many months at a time; the tiresome quaintness shows Ted in a very
friendly relationship with them.

The literary attraction of Arthurian lore had not yet displaced Jones’s wider
interests stirred by the British Museum and larger reading; what his Uncle had
opened was a secret window on that lore of Egypt, the Holy Land, the remote and
mysterious desert of Edom, pagan Petra and Baalbek, which for fifty years so
engaged the interest of English tourists, explorers and artists. Differently from the
inquiries of the French, it was overwhelmingly Biblical history, the real scenes
of the Judaeo-Christian stories, their authentication by survey and drawings,
their compelling presentation in pictures and text, that fascinated artists like
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Catherwood, David Roberts and Holman Hunt. When Catherwood wrote in April
1853 to ask his sister-in-law to thank her nephew for his help as he travelled
through Birmingham to Liverpool, he did not omit to point out the opportunities
opening up in California, over and above the diggings which had made it ‘The
Golden State’, which might well tempt a talented young man. But romance won
out over this lure, and it was High Art, not Show Business, that shaped Burne-Jones
as he freed himself three years later from Oxford. The other choice would have
led him ultimately into the world of Barnum and Bailey, even to the verge of the
Cinematograph, the Bioscope, whose centenary has shared 1998 with him.

Harry Macdonald, Georgiana’s brother, succumbed to the lure of the West:
threw up his hopes of a career in India, went precipitately to America and became
a journalist. Who knows how much an awareness of Ted’s Uncle Fred may have
influenced him?

NOTES

! It seems likely that it was some part of the wine and spirit trade.

2 W. Holman Hunt, Pre-Raphaelitism and the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood,
(London: Macmillan 1905-6), 1, p. 133.

3 Letter to his school friend Baillie.

4 Quoted in Anthony Blunt and Phoebe Pool, Picasso; the Formative Years,
(London: Studio 1962).

5 The details relating to Joseph Severn are taken from Sheila Birkenhead, Against
Oblivion: The Life of Joseph Severn, (London: Cassell 1943), Chp. IX.

¢ Poe’s review of Arabia Petraea appeared in the New York Review in October
1837. See the Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe, (London: Sampson Low
and New York: J. S. Redfield 1857).

7 For Stephens and Catherwood in Yucatan, see J. L. Stephens, Incidents of Travel
in Central America, Chiapas and Yucatan, (London: John Murray 1841), 2
Vols.

8 See George Catlin, Letters and Notes on the North American Indians, (published
by the author from the Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly, 1841), 2 Vols.
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