





record, it is not surprising that many scientists are widely regarded by many
literary intellectuals as white-coated cretins who prostitute themselves to
capitalism and militarism for prestige or money. This is, of course, an over-
generalisation. There are may principled scientists who -warn of the dangers of
global climate change and other problems related to developments in science and
technology. But there are also armies of scientists who remain silent on these
issues, or who blithely continue to work for military establishments or for fossil
fuel and related industries.!!

It should also be noted that literary intellectuals do not have a monopoly on
morality and virtue. Snow correctly characterised T. S. Eliot and D. H. Lawrence
as political reactionaries.!> Why, then, did Snow lump them together with Morris,
who is now recognised as one of the founders of Eco-Communism? To classify
Morris with Eliot and Lawrence is like saying that the [socialist] politics of Albert
Einstein and the [racist] politics of William Shockley must have been similar
because they were both scientists.

Snow suggested that literary intellectuals did not understand the potential of
the industrial revolution for bringing material improvements to the lives of poor
and working people. He believed this lack of understanding indicated insensitivity
to poverty and suffering, and he lamented the failure of writers, with the
exception of Ibsen, to ‘see at once the hideous back-street, the smoking chimneys,
the internal price — and also the prospects of life that were opening out for the
poor’.13 This hardly applies to Morris, who, in his 1888 essay, ‘How We Live and
How We Might Live’, wrote: ‘if . . . necessary reasonable work be of a mechanical
kind, I must be helped to do it by a machine, not to cheapen my labour, but so
that as little time as possible may be spent upon it, and that I may be able to think
of other things while I am tending the machine’.'* This is hardly the conclusion of
a ‘natural Luddite’.

Perhaps Snow was unfamiliar with the foregoing passage from Morris. But he
was surely familiar with the works of other prominent writers who had explored
the moral implications of the uses to which science and technology could be put.
These writers include Mary Shelley, H. G. Wells, Jules Verne, Robert Louis
Stevenson, and the writer/playwright apparently favoured by Snow, Henrik Ibsen.
Snow evidently failed to appreciate the relevance of these works to the gap
between the two cultures. It is less likely that Snow knew of similar works by
central and eastern European writers such as August Bebel and Alexander
Bogdanov.

Snow’s prediction that the gap between rich and poor nations would be
closed by the year 2000 failed, partly because, as Morris suggested, science was
harnessed to profit, not to Third World development or environmental
remediation. The continued subordination of science to capitalism and militarism
ensures that at least some literary intellectuals, and perhaps many non-
intellectuals, will continue to regard most scientists as morally myopic and
incapable of seeing the social and political implications of their work. There is no
indication that the gap between the two cultures, or the gap between rich and
poor nations, will close soon.
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