






Elsewhere in the volume are estimates, by both Taylor and Morris, of annual living
expenses at Queen Square and notes from Taylor to Morris - whether they wete sem
is unknown· instructing him to cut down, employ only one servant, not use the front
room fire so much, drink beer instead of wine, and so on. 'It's no good your screaming
and saying you will shut the bloody shop up if you can't afford to do it any longer,'
runs one of these memos, 'I told you some years ago it would become indispensable
to you.'

Rossetti replied to Taylor's frantic missives with a letter that does not seem to have
survived. With it came a drawing, which Taylor found amusing but not consoling,
and which on 12July he forwarded to Webb. 'I send you a funny cartoon. of Gabricl's.
But after looking at it you will still have to turn to the main question,' he wrote. 'We
want from you vigorous stern action if the firm is to be saved... I sent Wardle the
ocher day my views of the HoweH debts and how to deal with it...'

I would suggest that the 'funny cartoon' is in fact 'Rupes Topseia', a caricature of
ruin facing the firm's partners, and the ultimate punishment due to Morris for criminal
mismanagement. He is shown with a single volume of the Earthly Paradise (the second
was published in December 1869) and the crossed cutlery is a satirical reference to
his supposedly extravagant appetite. The gaunt lanky figure throwing up his arms is
recognisably meant for Waringron Taylor, warning of catastrophe like Cassandra.

This is not so much a savage attack on Morris as gentle mockery of Taylor's fears
and accusations. As Harvey and Press point out, at this date Taylor was not directly
involved with the management of the business nor necessarily correct in his views of
its priorities. The firm did not collapse, though there were no doubt problems ­
especially if the notoriously slippery Charles Howcll had been allowed to run up a
serious debt for goods on account. Another letter to Webb alleges rhat Howell had
told Wardle that Morris said Howell could have a new batch of wallpapers at ten
per cent above cost: 'are all the women of North End to be allowed to furnish their
relations' houses at our expense?' (Howell and his wife had just moved to North End,
near the Burne-Joneses).

There remains the mystery of the two bearded patriarchs watching over Topsy's
fall from the precipice. If 'Rupes Topseia' dates from 1869, who are they intended
to represent?"

>I- Editor's Note: I am sure that Dr Marsh is correct in dismissing the view that the
two figures depicted in 'Rupes Topseia' are Marx and Engels. My own view is that
they represent the evolutionists - Darwin and Huxley - and that the cartoon is in part
a visual pun on the title of Darwin's book The Descent of Man.
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