




wholesale rejection of industrial technology. Even though people in Nowhere
prefer to ride horses and to harvest hay with scythes, heavy loads are hauled on
canals by 'force barges' powered by engines which do not burn fossil fuels. 63 But
the productive technology of the West, let alone that of the post-revolutionary
Tsarist empire, was nowhere near this level of development. Nor were the
highly-efficient, eco-friendly technologies in Nowhere under development in the
capitalist Britain of 1952, the year of NfN's revolution. Instead, fossil fuel and
related industries burgeoned in the 19505, both in the USSR and in the capitalist
world. Unfortunately, Morris's timetable for pre-revolutionary and 'state socialist'
technological developments did not match reality.

The contradictions which Marx, Engels, and Morris saw as undermining
capitalism are still at work. The quest for short~term profits has brought
environmental degradation which threatens not only capitalism, but the entire
human species. It seems increasingly clear that capitalism is incapable of
tecognising what Marx referred to as the necessity of bequeathing the earth in an
improved state for successive generations. 64 More specifically, greenhouse gas
emissions caused by the combustion of fossil fuels are changing the earth's climate
and bringing an increased frequency of extreme weather events which
are beginning to undermine the process of capital accumulation. 65 This has
compelled development of <clean' renewable energy technologies, even though
their propagation is now impeded by the political allies of fossil fuel and related
industries in the George W. Bush Administration. it seems unlikely, however, that
segments of the capitalist classes will be able indefinitely to block working
people's access to energy technologies based on solar, wind, tidal, geothermal, and
other sources of energy reminiscent of the force barges in NfN. It is interesting to

note in this context Bebe1's suggestion that solar and geothermal energy could
provide power in the socialist society of the future.66 While renewable and
eco-friendly technologies were not widely produced and propagated in the USSR,
socialist Cuba has made notable advances in reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions. Automobiles have been largely replaced by bicycles in Havana, and
large-scale use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers has been largely replaced by
organic farming and biological pest controls throughout Cuba. 67 This surely
would have pleased Morris.

The threat of anthropogenic environmental catastrophe has posed the question
of how eco-friendly technologies might be widely produced and propagated.
Morris believed that this could only occur within socialist relations of production.
If he was correct, the experience of the former USSR and contemporary Cuba
may provide useful lessons for present and future struggles to achieve eco­
socialism.
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