





in Devon. Another geographically localised architect was Harold Falkner, who has
lately become more recognised; he worked exclusively in Farnham, Surrey.

With the many modern changes and developments in the building industry, this
slow method of working cannot be imagined today. The approach of these men
was affected terminally by the Great War, although Detmar Blow re-invented
himself, and having married well socially, became agent to the wealthy Duke of
Westminster and continued building in France and Southern Africa, and even
fitted out the Duke’s private yacht. However, this arrangement was not to last,
and when it ended acrimoniously Blow built his own residence, Hilles House, near
Painswick, Gloucestershire, where he continued to uphold his Morrisian beliefs.

A great deal of research has clearly been done by the author, and the detailed
index enables the book to be a very useful source of reference. One small criticism
is that confusion is sometimes caused because the same size of print has been used
for the extensive number of quotations in the text and for the many notes to
virtually every page; this is especially confusing when the notes over-run on to the
following page. But overall Wandering Architects follows in the tradition of
the author and Country Life — writer Lawrence Weaver, and brings the subject
up to date. It is strongly recommended to anyone interested in this short-lived,
restricted, but vitally important link in the history of buildings of the Arts and
Crafts movement.

Malcolm Sinclair
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