






to human nature as a fixed category, perhaps that is due as much to the sniping of
the wits as to the direct attacks of the polemicists.

In 1894 Wilde told an interviewer for the magazine Theatre: 'we are all of us
more or less Socialists now-a-days ... I think I am rather more than a Socialist. I
am something of an Anarch.ist, I believe, but of course the dynamite policy is very
absurd indeed'}S By this time Morris had been driven out of the Socialist League
by the anarchists, and was back at Kelmscon House with the Hammersmith
Socialist Society. He might have been surprised to find himself included in George
Woodcock's t977 Anarchist Reader, and to read in the somewhat bland note to

his name that he 'worked with anarchists in the Socialist League and in the editing
of Commonweal'.J6 Wilde's formulation, that an anarchist is 'rather more than a
Socialist', would cerrainly not have appealed to Morris. For whatever the merits
of Wilde's position and the brilliance with which his formulations challenged
conventional thinking, I find it hard to locate anywhere in his writings that sense
of community and fellowship that is central to Morris and to my understanding of
his Socialism. As we know, many of Morris's activities at the Firm, in the SPAB,
and at the Kelmscott Press, were cooperative, team efforts. Wilde, by contrast,
was primarily a writer and performer, both lonely activitcs. True, he wrote most
successfully for rhe theatre, which we may think of as a communal place. Bur I do
not believe that he would have wanted h.is scripts to have been modified by actors
or directors. The story of his remark before the first performance of The
Importance supports this view: when asked whether the play would be a success,
\Vilde wonderfully replied, <the play is a success. It remains to be seen whether the
first night's audience will be one')7 For Wilde, the play was surely to be
performed on his, the writer's, terms. Morris and \Vilde seem to me therefore to
differ significantly in this respect. Whether the difference is related to that between
Socialism and Anarchism is a question for further discussion.
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