












many others energise their subjects, recreating the internal dynamism of the poetry
while at the same time situating it illuminatingly in wider cultural frameworks. J.
W. Mackail's Oxford lectures may nOt be up to the high standard of Matthew
Arnold's or A. C. Bradley's, may not in the end be enduring works of criticism, yet
in their sustained attemion to the poetry of many ages and many cultures they
ultimately convey to us (as they surely did to their original Oxford audiences)
what Mackail himself sees in his Lectures on Greek Poetry as the 'ultimate and
central message of Sophocles, his last word on life': 'look, and wonder, and think'
(p. 155).
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