


cooperated in setting up a website making widely available Morris's political
writings, another very important source for future scholars.

Nick's interests were by no means restricted to Morris matters. While at
Leicester, he began compiling material on the history of Amersham, where he
lived. This was to result in publications like Yesterday's Town: Amersham in 1991
and a centenary history of Amersham Hospital, and in his generous encourage~

menr of many local historians, particularly through his association with the
Amersham Museum. In 1997 Nick and Bridget bought a cottage (some might
have called it a ruin) at DarshiU near Shepton Mallett with its surrounding
woodlands, and proceeded to restore it along conservationist lines, joining the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings in the process. Characteristically,
in view of his commitment to the idea of community, Nick became chair of the
Darshill and Bowlish Conservation Society in 2001.

The Introduction to Nick's 1994 Political Writings concludes, 'although Morris
failed to convince his contemporaries of the need for social revolution, his work
stands as a testament to his implacable belief that there must be a better future for
mankind'. Those of us who knew Nick were aware in him of a similar implacable
idealism and commitment to humanity. Fortunately, the writings that Nick
published are there to remind us of his scholarship and his idealism, and the
Society also hopes to bring out further publications from the writings which he
left behind.
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