












alty of death, to replace the detail-worker of to-day, crippled by
life-long repetition of one and the same trivial operation, and
thus reduced to the mere fragment of a man, by the fully devel­
oped individual, fit for a variety of labours, ready to face any
change of production" (Marx, I, 458).

Thus, whereas Morris regretted the final demise of the skilled
craftsman with the onset of machine industry, Marx welcomed
the ending of the system under which, even in the eighteenth­
century, the various crafts had often been called "mysteries,"
and men spent their lives practising one of them. Marx saw the
machine as bringing "variation of work, consequently fitness of
the labourer for varied work, consequently the greatest possible
development of his varied aptitudes." Morris, on the other hand,
although making the need for diversified occupation one of his
perennial themes, certainly did not conceive of this diversified
occupation in the same way as Marx. Marx had in mind a picture
of people working with machines, but although Morris did not
advocate the abandonment of all machinery, the whole basis of
his vision was that people would spend a great deal of time doing
handwork, and as little time as possible working with machines.

On the subject of the history of industrialism, then, Morris
was interested in Marx's Capital, read it and made notes on it.
He acknowledged a debt to Marx when setting out his own ideas
on the question, and indeed it is easy to see that both writers'
outlines of the development from the ancient craft-system to the
factory are the same. However, the two men's opinions concern­
ing the relative merits of the various systems of work differed
radically.

Errors and omissions. There were some crossed references in
the Key to Oxford Street Plan which illustrated Margarct
Fleming's Where ]aney used to Live in our last, for wnich we
apologise. No. 9 should be Symonds' Livery Stables (present 8),
No. 11 should be King's Head Yard (present 9) and No. 8
should be St. Helen's Passage (present 11).
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