


William Morris Textiles
. Linda Parry, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London ISBN 0 297 781960/1 price
£20.00 hardback, £9.95 paperback

Publishers too often lavish powers of invention on the volumes they utter, which
may be very satisfying to their blurb writers but bear little relation to what we
discover when we take the book in hand. In this case, though, we may quote
from the inset text on the back cover a true description. "This is the first
comprehensive survey of the many hundreds of original, colourful textiles
produced by Morris and Co. between 1875 and 1940, and the very varied, often
highly specialised processes involved are discussed in detail. Also included, for
the first time, is a fully illustrated, definitive checklist of Morris and Co. 's
patterns for printed textiles." Barbara Morris will review It.

The Journal ofPre-Raphaelite Studies, Vol. III Number 2, May 1983.
Edited by Francis Golffing from 272 Middle Hancock Rd. Peterborough, New
Hampshire USA. Twice yearly $10 or single copy, $7.50.

This issue, while maintaining its flow of critical pieces on the literature, leans
more towards the visual, in its use of illustrations, always well chosen, and
articles-on the Moxon Tennyson; Perspective in P-R Poetry and Painting­
Landscape and the role of the Liverpool Academy in the mid-C19-Thackeray's
treatment of the life of the artist-and an account by Shelah Horvitz of her own
Lady of Shalott drawing (reproduced). Ruskin and Pater figure on the critical
side, and Christina Rossetti and William Allingham are, justly, disengaged from
Rossetti's long shadow to stand in their own right. Two unpublished letters of
Ruskin are annotated by Frank Miles; and for fun there is a typical Burne-Jones
'Fat Lady' cartoon.
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