


Taken together with other well·known omiSSions, such as the absence of the
year 1868 from the Memorials, this in my view rules her out of contention as a
wholly reliable primary source; and with her Mackail who advised her, and who
later admitted the sensitivities of the task.

!vly second primary source is a letter from May Morris to Sydney Carlyle
Cockerell, dated 11 May 1938. Writing from Kelmscott she asks his advice on
whether or not she should consent to the publication of certain letters 'written to
Theodore Watts on the break-up of the Firm. It was in quire late years that
Fairfax J\1urray told me all about it, and how it was principally EB-J, anxious for
himself, who wanted to clear out. I, na"ive in my belief in the Morris-Burne-Jones
friendship being perfect on both sides, was shocked at hearing the facts, but
realized that W.M. however hurt would never want gossip-mongers to pick up
anything in the future, and always took care to write nothing that might go
counter to Mackail's statements') This letter is in the Hammersmith & Fulham
Borough Hiswrical Archive in Talgarth Road.

There may, of course, be other primary sources that shed further light on my
contention (or tend to disprove it) and 1 should be glad to hear of them.

The friendship between Burne-Jones and Morris ran very deep; it did not
require that they were in complete and conStant harmony. The Zambaco affair
might well have destroyed a lesser fellowship. Their political standpoints were
fundamentally different, as were their social aspirations. They agreed on the
Eastern Question and disagreed on baronetcies. Burne-Jones seems never to have
truly bridged the conceptual chasm between hand craft and fine art, as the
comments in his Work Books, also in the Fitzwilliam, demonstrate.

In the matter of the dissolution of the Firm, Burne-Jones was better placed than
most to see that Morris could no longer continue to fund it and he was frightened
of being drawn in. The beatification of Burne-Jones that began with his death
serves, I feel, only to obscure the strength of their relationship.
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