






One example I might give of the necessity for combined protection of
poor people against the tyranny of the law-courts which, perhaps will not
be familiar to all your readers: On the morning of the day on which your
meeting was held, nine of the prisoners were enabled to appeal from Sir
J. Ingham's sentence, chiefly through the exertions of Mrs Besant (whose
conduct throughout this trouble has been beyond praise), who got respon­
sible persons to stand bail for them; these prisoners being poor would not
have been able to appeal if they had not had bail found them, since,
according to our equal (?) laws, a prisoner appealing must find two sureties
who will bind themselves to pay all expenses of the appeal if it fails. I ask
you, Sir, how a poor man can find such sureties unless he has external
help? And I must also ask you to say if I am not justified in asserting that
such a law is a class law, made for the oppression of the poor? Then there
is the gross iniquity of the acceptance of the unsupported testimony of
professional witnesses (the police) always ready to hand, and always with a
necessary bias (to say the least of it) against the accused. And again, even
if the accused comes before a jury, and expects to be tried by his peers,
what happens really? As a matter of fact, in England he is tried, not by
the jury, but by the judge, who has the last word in that abuse of all abuses
the judge's summing up, which practically directs the jury what verdict to
give. It is true that juries are sworn to give a verdict according to the
evidence, but it is no less true that they mostly, and habitually, break this
oath by giving their verdict not according to the evidence, but according
to the judge's view of it.

I earnestly hope, Sir, that the Law and Liberty League, which, much to
your credit, you have set on foot, will do good service in dragging to light
the results of these and kindred abuses, and will save some poor honest men
from the malignant attacks of a harassed tyranny.

I am (of course) always available for bail when required.'
R.e.H.B.

The letters of Morris quoted above have not previously been re-published.
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