










have read this book before, perhaps in some previous existence, need not
be uneasy' in 1965 Mrs. Battiscombe wrote an excellent pamphlet on
Christina Rossetti for the Writers Qlld tbeir Works series, and she has in­
corporated many of its sentences and paragraphs into the present work.

Christina Rosseni, admittedly, was far from the centre of the Morris
circle. Yet for many years she was acquainted with almost everyone who
knew the Mortises. She could have answered so many questions; but her
role was that of the quiet, often ironical, observer, and unfortunately she
was always discreet. What did she know about her brother's relationship
with ]aney, for instance? What did she think about it? Mrs. Battiscombe
devotes a couple of sensible pages to these questions (pp. 151-2), but,
like other investigators, leaves many uncertainties unresolved.

All biographers admit, crossly or sympathetically, that Christina's
life was uneventful, and modern research seems to have added little to
the rather depressing pages of Mackenzie Bell, more than eighty years ago.
What has changed is the attitude of the biographers' interest has turned to

her 'inner life", which tends to mean, of course, an obsession with her
sexual frustrations, real or imagined. Mrs. Battiscombe handles all this with
tact and common sense, never forgetting that any valid discussion of
Christina's emotions and motives must be set in the context of Christina's
own time. Lona Mosk Packer's theory (1963) that Christina was in love
with William Bell Scott is discussed at some length, in the light of later
evidence, and is convincingly rejected. Professor Packer's book is still
essential reading, of course, as Mrs. Battiscombe acknowledges: this new
Life is a valuable supplement, at times a useful corrective, to it.

Mrs. Battiscombe is a biographer, not a literary critic; understandably,
her quotations from Christina's works tend to be chosen for the light they
throw on Christina herself. Nevertheless, this affectionate and unsentimen­
tal portrait will encourage many readers to turn again to the poetry.

John Swannell

•

] ourneyman Press will presently publish, by permission of the Society
of Antiquaries, an edited version of Morris's novel of modern life ­
never finished, never before printed. This has been prepared by
Penelope Fitzgerald, who has also been responsible for a full scholarly
transcript, with all Morris's corrections, second thoughts, notes, which
is to appear in the 1982 Dickens Studies Annual. A special William
Morris Society issue of the Journeyman volume will be available to
members in the coming Spring.
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