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either side of the front door and one can thus get very close to them. 
It was a wonderful experience to stand there and feel myself suffused in 
their brilliant colors. The Church also has several splendid Tiffany 
windows. 

Following up on a tip from Elaine Harrington, curator of the Glessner 
House and a most gracious host to visiting speakers, I visited the Records 
office at International Harvester, the farm machinery company responsible 
for Mr. Glessner's fortune. The opening page of one of their advertising 
brochures, from 1895, is quite interesting, not because of the copy ("The 
success of the New Champion Binder and Mower in the past year has been 
unprecedented.... ") but because of the way the copy block is decorated. 
It is set within floriated margins and graced with a large decorated initial 
"T," done in red and black. It is, in short, an imitation of a Kelmscott 
Press page. Glessner's high regard for Morris and Company decorations 
is apparent in nearly every room of his mansion. Though there are no 
Kelmscott Press volumes in the mansion's present library, Glessner might 
have owned some; he would certainly have been aware of Morris's venture 
into book-making, and he apparently talked someone in his Firm's advertising 
branch to brighten up the pages of their otherwise pedestrian booklets. 
It must not have helped sales because this was the only one, of several 
dozen booklets I examined, with such decorations. 

Obviously a substantial monograph could be written on William Morris 
and Chicago. Morris and Company artifacts and Morris's ideas on design 
and social change were influential enough in the windy city at the turn 
of the century to encourage a few University of Chicago professors to 
start a William Morris Society. I mentioned this short-lived Society, 
one somehow connected with the Tobey Furniture Company, in the last 
Newsletter, and I asked if any members had more precise information 
about this. Jack Walsdorf sent a xerox of an ad for Bas-Reliefs of 
subjects, "including Tolstoy, Paderewski, Carlyle, Ruskin, and Morris." 
They sold for $10. apiece and were put out under the auspices of "The 
Bohemia Guild of the Industrial Art League" which had its headquarters 
on Michigan Avenue. Leo Young also responded with xeroxes of two issues 
of The Bulletin of The Morris Society, these for November and December 
of 1904. Moreover, he sent a copy of The Poetry and Fiction of William 
Morris: A Syllabus of Private Study or to Accompany Lectures by Richard G. 
Moulton, Professor of Literary Theory and Interpretation. This 30 page 
pamphlet, a study-guide for Morris's Sigurd, was published in 1904 by the 
University of Chicago for its Extension Division. 

Morris's epic poem studied in night classes, his wallpapers and rugs 
gracing mansions on Prairie Avenue - obviously he was well-known in 
Chicago, and more needs to be written on his influence there. In a 
future Newsletter I shall return to this topic, and I would be very 
pleased to receive more precise information or ideas anyone has on 
Morris and Chicago. 

Hartley Spatt has informed me that as a result of an ambiguous state­
ment in the last Newsletter he has been receiving dues payments. Dues, 
all renewal payments, should be sent instead to Leo Young in England. 
Hartley Spatt is to receive only payments for new memberships. 

Yours in fellowship, 

J~ L tJl~ 
Gary L.'Aho, for the 
Governing Committee 
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