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In 1895, Elbert Hubbard, called by some "the American William Morris," 
founded the Roycroft community of artisans at East Aurora, N.Y. Publications 
like the Philistine,Fra, and Little Journeys to the Homes of the Great, as 
well as a wide range of hand-crafted artifacts, from furniture to books 
and stained glass, made Arts and Crafts ideals and the achievements of 
John Ruskin and William Morris known to many Americans. Hubbard and the 
Roycrofters flourished in the early years of this century, but after he 
died in 1915 (he and his wife went down with the Lusitania), the "Roycroft 
Campus" and its works fell out of fashion, and Hubbard was remembered more 
for his melodramatic and didactic tract, "A Message to Garcia," than for 
his influence on the Ar s and Crafts Movement in America. Now, however, 
and largely due to Robert Rust and Kitty Turgeon, a major effort is underway 
to restore Roycroft buildings, to nourish modern craftsfolk, and to educate 
visitors about the significance and relevance of Arts and Crafts traditions. 
The efforts of Rust and Turgeon (described in the NY Times of August 2, 1984) 
have yielded impressive results in the past few years. Those wishing to help 
can join "Roycrofters-at-Large," an association "dedicated to the Roycroft 
Renaissance. II Further information can be obtained by writing to Roycroft 
Campus, East Aurora, Erie County, New York, 14052. 
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